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Under the 1850 Fugitive Slave Act, any runaway “property,” regardless of being in a free state, could be 
seized and returned to the South. Anthony Burns, a fugitive slave, was apprehended by slave catchers and 
authorities in Boston in 1854. Immediately following Burns’ arrest, Bostonians gathered at Faneuil Hall to 
discuss whether they would abide by this federal law or appeal to a higher law of freedom and liberty for all. 
The eyes of the nation were firmly fixed upon Boston.

Join us as we recreate this historic meeting as a FREE half-hour interactive program.
September 1 and 2, 2018, at 1 pm and 3 pm in the Great Hall of Faneuil Hall.

Rocking the Cradle: 1854 Fugitive Slave Act Meeting

This program is funded in part by a grant from Eastern National, a not-for-profit cooperating association that supports America’s national parks.


